City of Deer Park City Council Municipal Building Meeting November 18th 2024
Mayor Donnellon opened the meeting at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the Invocation. 
Clerk of Council read the roll.   Kathy Downs, Mark Feldhaus, Neil Kelly, Natasha Kohorst, Chris Westmark, Mayor Donnellon all present.  Mayor Donnellon made a motion to excuse Mr. Camp from the meeting, Ms. Downs seconded the motion, motion carried 
Approval of Minutes 
Mayor Donnellon made a motion to accept the minutes from November 4th council meeting, Mr. Feldhaus asked if we could take his name off the Parks report from the previous minutes since he was not at council, change was made. Mr. Kelly seconded the motion, motion carried. Mr. Feldhaus and Mr. Kelly abstained from the vote.
Public Comment:    none 
Standing Committee Reports 
Legislative and Finance Committee Chair Chris Westmark 
Ms. Westmark presented the October JEDZ report, with our 10% city earned $10287.42 YTD $ 107286.17
Ms. Westmark made a motion to accept the JEDZ report, Mr. Kelly seconded motion carried.

Ms. Westmark presented the October JEDD report, city earned $6.55 YTD $181.12, Ms. Westmark made a

Motion to accept the report, Ms. Kohorst seconded the motion, motion carried.

Safety Committee Chair Tom Camp:  
Mr. Feldhaus presented the October Police department report, the department responded to 1004 citizen calls and they had 39 arrests. Mr. Kelly thanked Chief Battin for the Flock report, and thanked council for voting to fund the camera system. He asked timeline for the start of the program and Chief Battin said 2025. Chief Battin stated it would be placed on social media so the public would be aware of when the program starts.

Public Works Committee Chair Kathy Downs
Work continues on Oakwood is completed and signs will be coming down soon. 
Park Board Committee Chair Mark Feldhaus
November 30th 2024 is the Christmas tree lighting.  Next armchair races will be in February 2025.
Correspondence & Miscellaneous: none
OLD BUSINESS:
Executive Session: Pending or Imminent Court Action,

 Mayor Donnellon made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:18 PM, Ms. Downs seconded the motion. Roll call vote taken: Ms. Downs- yes, Mr. Feldhaus-yes, Mr. Kelly- yes, Ms. Kohorst- yes, Ms. Westmark=yes, Mayor Donnellon –yes. Motion carried 
Mayor Donnellon made a motion to resume at 7:44pm Mr. Feldhaus seconded the motion, roll call vote taken: Roll call vote taken: Ms. Downs- yes, Mr. Feldhaus-yes, Mr. Kelly- yes, Ms. Kohorst- yes, Ms. Westmark=yes, Mayor Donnellon –yes. Motion carried 

Mr. Kelly wanted to discuss the unleashed dog situation he and Mayor Donnellon saw on Election Day. There were 4 or 5 unleashed dogs and in Ohio dogs in parks have to be on leash, in Deer Park that applies as well. The dogs almost began fighting. He would like the police department to be more aware of people in the park not following the code, and also would like more signs put up in the park. Jake and the service department have already been working on signs about the dogs on leash and they will be installed soon, discussion ensued.
NEW BUSINESS:  

Sheena is representing Dr. Jetter until he is back from medical leave. 

Sheena discussed possibility of additional Police Levy. Levy passed in 2022 produces 24,000 a year which at the time it originally passed was enough to purchase a police cruiser every year, now it takes about three years to have enough for a new cruiser. Chief Battin stated they have 2 cruisers that are 10-11 years old and need replacing Police Department will also need some addition funds for the flock camera program. A grant covers part of the cost but not the entire amount, Sheena suggested a 1 mill levy which would cost residents about $35 per 100,000 generating about $100,000 a year. An exact $ amount is unknown until the Board of Elections can determine the actual rate. The Board of Elections to put the levy on the May ballot is February 5th 2025. More discussion to resume in December.
Special Announcements & Reports from Other City Official.

Solicitor – Happy Thanksgiving to everyone.
City Manager – The 2025 Budget is almost complete and will be presented at the 2nd council meeting in December.

Sheena discussed the facility rental information council received and strongly urged council to change the current facility rental, shelter rental etc. rates. More discussion in December.
Mayor- The holiday spirit awards will happen again this year, deadline to enter someone is Dec 14th
Happy Thanksgiving to everyone, we all have something to be thankful for.
 Schedule:
 November19th 2024 Block Watch Meeting 7 PM Community Center Women Helping Women speaker  bring canned goods 
December 2nd, 2024 Council Meeting 7 PM in Council Chambers

December 16th, 2024 Council Meeting 7PM in Council Chambers 

December 24 & 25th City Offices closed

December 31st & January 1st 2025 City offices closed

January 6th 2025 Council Meeting 7PM in Council Chambers

January 20th 2025 Council Meeting 7 PM in Council Chambers
Events:
November 30th 5:30 PM Christmas tree Lighting Starts at 5:30  Tree Lighting at 7PM. Kids name pick at 6:30 PM.
December 9th, 2024 Council meet and greet at the Deer Park Public library 7:00 PM

Mayor Donnellon made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Feldhaus seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned 8:10 PM 
________________________________                          _____________________________________
       John Donnellon Mayor
                                     Angie Tegenkamp Chachoff Clerk of Council

